January 2011 Newsletter
OCTOBER MEETING
Location:
When:
Junior Program:

Regular Program:

Juanita Community Club
13027 ‐ 100th Ave. NE, Kirkland, WA 98034
Friday, January 21, 2011. 7:00 p.m.
Micro‐minerals ‐ rocks are really cool under a microscope! Bruce will bring that Blue
Pentagonite that was featured in December’s newsletter. Bring a rock you think might look
interesting under a microscope. Or, better yet, one you think won’t look interesting. You
might be surprised!
We will be making and laminating club name tags. Bring rock magazines that we can cut
pictures out of to decorate them if you like. There will be pens, colored pencils, some fun
rubber stamps, stickers, and hopefully some pictures! If there is something special you would
like to bring, or think would be helpful—please feel free. The area to decorate is roughly 2.25
by 4.5 inches. The adult meeting starts at 7:30.

NEWS AND MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES: DECEMBER 17, 2010
December Meeting‐ held on December 17th @ 7:00 at Juanita Community Club. This was the yearly
Christmas/Holiday Party. Everyone brought food for the potluck and it was fabulous with many options from Pizza
to Sweet Potatoes Mashed to Cheesecake and everything else you can think of. We started out the meeting with
everyone mingling and eating. Then we made mosaic ceramic trivets, this was a lot of fun and a special thanks is
owed to Sharon, for helping finish most of these up for everyone. We made these by gluing glass, stones and other
decorative pieces onto blank white tiles in various shapes. Then a grout mix was added between them to finish
them off, Sharon did most of this dirty work for us while we mingled.
After the project we moved onto the main event which was the White Elephant gift exchange. Everyone who
wanted to participate – which I think was everyone, brought a wrapped gift value of approximate $10.00 with a
rock related theme, and set it on a centralized table. We all drew a number out of a bowl and that was the order
that we went in. I think most are familiar with this game. The person that got number one picked a present; the
next person could steal or pick a present. A present was deemed dead (not able to steal) after it was stolen twice,
and it went on like this thru all the numbers. When it was done number one could also choose to steal or keep
their original present. Let’s just say we had a lot of stealing going on and a lot of laughter. This was a wonderful
night with many surprises. We all left with great gifts, full tummies and a smile on our faces.
The meeting/Party adjourned approx. at 9:30 pm
Respectfully submitted,
Kim Lewis, Secretary

BOARD MEETING MINUTES: JANUARY 9, 2011
January board Meeting‐ held on January 9th @ 7:30 at Sharon’s home.
We discussed the kids program for the next meeting on the 21st. The kids program would be micro mini mounts
viewed through microscopes that the club will provide. The adults might want to look at these also it sounds like
fun. The adult meeting will be the club planning the March Rock & Gem Show that the club puts on, the project we
will be doing will be laminating the name tags for the club members.
Norma is going to email Rose Mae in Bellingham who has a private rock shop/museum to see if she is up to us
having another field trip to her place. We also discussed other field trip options, it is too cold for digging right now,
and the ground is still frozen so we talked about other options. We thought about a field trip to the Rice museum,
or to Chuck Pettis’s Whidbey Island sanctuary, which also is near some great beaches for beach combing.
We talked about the upcoming shows and several of the dealers dropped out for various reasons. Luckily we have
a waiting list and others that have wanted in the show in the past have been contacted. We will be having some
new vendors in the show, and it will turn out great as usual. We paid the total for the show $3290.00 which is
pretty expensive for the weekend, but we helped make up for the extra cost by not renting so many tables, since it
is not included in the fee for the vendors. If a vendor needs tables they pay an extra fee for us to rent out the
tables.
We discussed flyers being sent to the local schools and neighborhoods. Maureen is in charge of sending flyers to
the local schools. On the last weekend of Jan, the flyers will be at the Issaquah location. Also Bruce is planning on
making signs and posters for car advertisements.
We talked about a professional banner being made; Norma talked with a print shop in Woodinville that had a
pretty good deal. It will be a 7’ x 4’ banner with the information on the show. It will be hung along the fence by the
Pickering barn a week in advance for advertising.
Discussion of the games that we will have at the show was next on our talks. We plan on having some of the same
games, the oat bog and the coin drop. We added some games we have not had in a while, the fossil dig and making
hemp bracelets with stones on them. We want the games to stay in the range from $1.00 to $2.00 on average. The
hemp bracelets lead us to a project for the February kids program. We will need to make cut wire, make a loop on
one end, so that people can string the stone beads they want to add to the hemp bracelet. We also may need to
work on the hemp bracelets during the meeting. We will discuss this more at the next meeting.
Another topic we need to discuss is who wants to set up display cases in the March show. We need to get people
to sign up to make a case. Along with the need for everyone to volunteer at least 4 hours minimum at the show,
this will help make it a success. Set up is on Friday the 4th, the show is Saturday the 5th and Sunday the 6th. We
will need people to help coordinate the pickup of rocks and cases the week before so that they will be ready for
the show.
If anyone has photos from field trips of the past please either email them to the club or bring a printed out copy to
the next meeting. We are trying to update the field trip and club photo albums that are pretty out dated and on
display at the shows every year. We also need to update the youth story board with new pictures.
The club is seeking a person to be the next show chairman; Norma has had this task for the past 12 years and
needs a change. Hopefully since the club membership has grown, we can find someone that wants to train under
Norma and learn what needs to be done. It is not hard, just time consuming when it is show time.
The club also is planning on selling a huge Citrine that it has and is tired of lugging it around every year to the
March show. We plan on selling it for approx. $500.00 or so, we will be discussing this also. The catering for the
March show has also not been finalized, but we have a couple of potential catering options.

The meeting adjourned at 9:15pm
Respectfully submitted,
Kim Lewis, Secretary

MEMBER SUBMISSIONS
CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS!
Club members are encouraged to send in photos and reports of recent activities and projects for the web site and
newsletter!

RED TOP FIELD TRIP, 9‐19‐2010: SHANNON HEASLETT
Sunday morning field trip to Red Top Mountain, over by Cle Elum, WA, just off highway 97 heading north to
Blewett Pass. We took the first left just past Mineral Resort onto a Forest Service dirt road. Note once you get onto
this dirt road you should have your Northwest Forest Pass in your vehicle, especially when you park and leave your
vehicle at the trail head, which is about 7 miles up this dirt road that is maintained in part by our Northwest Forest
Pass money.
We all met at the trailhead in the AM in a misty rain, took some photo's on Shannon's truck then loaded ourselves
up like pack mules and headed up the 2‐mile trail to the agate beds digging area. From there, we headed off to our
secret locations. As it turned out Shannon and Sixto's locations were in the same spot. So much for secret
locations? Oh well!
As you can see by the photos, Kevin and Norma had a good pile of thunder eggs and agate geodes piling up. After a
few hours of digging in the dirt and a few more photos we followed Kevin & Norma out of the woods and onto an
exposed cliff side where they pulled out their hard rock tools (hammer and chisels) and proceeded to hammer and
pick away in the solid rock cliff face, where after about 15 minutes they found a couple nice sized thunder eggs,
and just in time as the wind was starting to gust and bring some pretty dark rain clouds over head Kevin got the
last thunder egg out of the ground as a crack of thunder and lightning hit somewhere on the hill top we were on.
As Norma posed with the thunder egg she was looking down because the hail was coming down sideways from the
gusty winds and beating us in the face on the hill side we were on. We all grabbed our coats and gear and headed
for the trail down to the vehicles, because the trail was in some dense trees and we could get a little protection
from the wind, rain, hail and thunder. I guess Kevin must have pissed off the local spirits pulling the thunder egg
out of that hillside.
The digging areas are located at about the 5077 foot elevation.
Note: From the top of Red Top Mountain to my house in Redmond, WA it takes about 2 to 2 1/2 hours to get home
depending on traffic on I‐90 over Snoqualmie Pass.
Another good trip taken by the rock club! You can see by the photo of Shannon standing on the ridge top that is
low cloud's blowing up over the ridge.
A good time was had by all.
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