April 2011 Newsletter
OCTOBER MEETING
Location:
When:
Junior Program:
Regular Program:

Juanita Community Club
13027 ‐ 100th Ave. NE, Kirkland, WA 98034
Friday, April 16, 2011. 7:00 p.m.
Create crystal structures with paper shapes
Sharon will show us how to bronze. The adult meeting starts at 7:30.

NEWS AND MINUTES
BOARD MEETING MINUTES: APRIL 3, 2011
April Board Meeting – held on April 3rd @ 7:30 at Sharon’s home.
We started the meeting talking about the agenda for the main meeting in April. The first thing we talked about is
the need to do a field trip report. We discussed ideas for the silent auction that we hold at the meetings. We
talked about whether or not it is cost effective to have higher quality items in the silent auction. Would it bring in
more money at the meetings, or just be a loss. We talked about putting someone in charge of the silent auction;
they would be in charge of the items in the auction, collect the money and keep track of what works best.
We talked about possible also changing the raffle in the March show, and having a raffle chairperson. Some other
shows have been known to have raffle prizes that you actually buy tickets for which ever prize you want to go for.
You would then put the tickets you buy in a slot for that prize; it seems to generate more ticket sales since people
feel they have a better chance of getting the items they want.
The newsletter is now to be emailed to Norma, so she can distribute it to the club members.
Heather has graciously volunteered to be the show chairman for 2013 and will shadow Norma for 2012 to learn
the ropes. This is great news; otherwise the show would have been cancelled without a chairman.
We talked shortly about the field trip on Saturday the 9th of April to Kalama, WA.
Most of the meeting we talked about the topics for the next meetings, this is what we came up with so far for the
kids and adult programs.
In April the rock of the month is carnelian, the kids program is creating crystal structures with paper shapes; this is
a continuation from last month’s lesson. The adult program will be learning to bronze, both the kids and adult
program is being led by Sharon.
The May program for Adults is to learn cabbing, led by Norma. We still need a kids’ program.
The June program for Adults will be Gold panning, led by Stan. The kids’ program will be led by Vance and he will
be showing the kids how to make an electroscope.

July & August we do not have club meetings, but we do have a 19 day dig in July, from the 1st to the 19th. The July
19 day dig will be led by Norma & Kevin and they will be going to many dig sites in places like Wyoming, Utah and
Colorado. If you are interested in coming along, talk to Norma and Kevin.
September will be Rock club bingo as usual, this is a blast.
The October adult meeting will be a surprise member bringing in a fabulous personal collection to show & tell. The
kid program still needs to be planned.
The November meeting is the charity auction for search and rescue.
The December meeting is the holiday party.
At the end of the board meeting we talked about the possibility of doing a small 1‐day show in our club hall. We
also discussed the possibility of doing booths at other shows.
We also discussed the need of getting donations for the auction, silent auction and birthday bags. The rest of the
meeting was mainly Evan and Norma discussing the money account of the club and what is needed yearly to keep
the club going.
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM
Respectfully submitted,
Kim Lewis
Secretary

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES: MARCH 18, 2011
March Meeting‐ held on March 18th at Juanita Community Club.
The kids meeting started @ 7:00 pm and they looked at various minerals and a reference book as we studied the
various crystal structures of minerals.
The main meeting began at 7:30 with drawings for the door prizes. The birthdays for the month were announced
and they received a special birthday bag with rock surprises inside. First thing discussed was a field trip that was
scheduled the following day on Saturday the 19th in Monroe – Cedar Ponds to get Jasper. Everyone that was
attending was going to meet at 7:00 am in the morning.
The next field trip discussed was a field trip on the 26th to go get Petrified wood with the mineral society at Saddle
Mountain. The meet up times and dates listed on the mineral society field trip schedule. There also will be a 19 day
field trip in July for those hard core rock hounds going many dig sites all over from Wyoming to Colorado and
more.
We went over the March rock show that was held on the 5th and 6th of March. It went well and the club made
some money. The club also sold the big Citrine that was up for sale, a great time was had by all. We talked about
the urgent need for someone to step up next year and start training to take over Norma’s position as the show
coordinator. It is not a hard job; it just requires some coordination and delegation ahead of time. The main
requirement is being available for the entire weekend of the show to help out and run the show.
The club is looking for a new location to store about 100 buckets of club rocks in between show dates. The club can
buy a storage shed if anyone has property to put it on. We may have a few options; some members were trying to
see if that would work for them.
There is a Rock & Gem show in North Seattle this weekend. They have a bill on the legislation to not allow Rock
Collecting on state lands; this would be for the entire United States. They also are considering legislation to charge
a daily fee for all rock hounding if they allow it at all. We all need to pitch in and contact your representative to

stop both of these from passing. After quite the discussion about this topic we got to the main program of the
meeting.
Bruce did a demonstration on the different ways to mount stones. We had a lovely color handout showing various
methods [included in this newsletter.] Anyone who wanted to also got to pick a stone, mount it and take it home.
It was a great presentation and we all learned something.
We enjoyed snacks at the beginning and at the end of the meeting.
The meeting adjourned approx. at 9:00pm
Respectfully submitted,
Kim Lewis
Secretary

MEMBER SUBMISSIONS
CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS!
Club members are encouraged to send in photos and reports of recent activities and projects for the web site and
newsletter!

KALAMA TRIP, APRIL 2010: KIM LEWIS
I went on a rock dig to get carnelian in Kalama, WA. Here are some of the pictures; notice how wet and dirty I got.
The kids had fun and Todd & I worked really hard. We are still sore, but we got some beautiful pieces. We did not
find the quantity that we did last time, but each dig is different. I did get messier than usual, LOL. Enjoy the
pictures. I will be bringing in rough pieces to the shop to sell, perfect for tumbling.

PHOTOS OF NEW SPECIMENS FROM THE MARCH SHOW: BRUCE KELLEY
I bought a few new thumbnail and micro‐size specimens at our March show. These are the best photos so far.

Uvite‐magnesite Bahia, Northeast Region, Brazil. Field of view, about 2 cm.

Silver on quartz. Batopilas, Andres del Rio District, Mun. de Batopilas, Chihuahua, Mexico

Gold crystals on quartz, Pirina Mine, Huaraz, Peru. Field of view: 5 x 6 mm

MOUNTING ROCK AND MINERAL SPECIMENS: BRUCE KELLEY
East KingCo Rock Club meeting presentation, 3/18/2011
 Always label your specimens!
 I attach a specimen number to each item, indexed into my database catalog containing details:
 Minerals
 Locality – where the specimen was found or mined (the most important piece of information!)
 How I acquired it, cost, date, etc.
 A description
 Photos, if available
 I also keep all original labels in a file and write the item number on
them.
 How do you display them?
 First: never do anything permanent!
 If you use glue, make sure it will be possible to remove it in the
future without damaging the specimen. These are usually safe:
 White glue – Elmer’s, etc.
 Mineral tack – Geo‐Tac, etc.
 Borderline:
 Museum wax (too oily)
 Blue putty – “Fun‐Tak” (dries out)



These are not OK:
 Epoxy
 Finger nail polish
 Silicone glues
 Rubber cements
 Box with separators:
 No mounting necessary, but be sure to keep labels with them!
 “Perky” boxes
 Riker display boxes
 Good for small items, gemstones, jewelry
 Cabinet
 Large specimens can stand on their own. (The
traditional “cabinet size” pieces.)
 Mount smaller pieces in some way
 Acrylic squares
 Attach specimen with mineral tack
 Little ring and prong stands
 Custom fit stands – expensive!
 Slab stands
 For extra small pieces (less than 1”), I build a small stand out of
acrylic pieces and attach the specimen on top.
 Drawer cabinet
 Keep specimens in small boxes, don’t need to mount. Space
efficient, but not as easy to view.
 Micro‐mounts
 Tiny boxes with mounted microscopic crystals.
 Supplies
 Shannon & Sons Minerals
 Mounting supplies including mineral tack, acrylic squares, etc.
www.shannonsminerals.com
 Tap Plastics
 Perky boxes, prong and ring stands, acrylic squares, dowel rod, acrylic cement (for the stands, not the
specimens!)
www.tapplastics.com
 Fine Mineral Bases
 Acrylic bases, custom cut to fit your specimen (> $100 each)
www.finemineralbases.com
 References
 John Betts
 A dealer and collector with good information on his web site, including mounting advice:
www.johnbetts‐fineminerals.com/jhbnyc/articles/advice2.htm

GLEANINGS: CONTENT FROM OTHER CLUBS
LAPIDARY POLISHING COMPOUNDS: FREDERICKSBURG ROCKHOUNDS NEWS
A complete group of polishes for lapidary applications from the inexpensive tumbler to the best quality gemstone
polishes that bring up a bright, high shine of gems. For economy, dedicate a buff, lap pan, or barrel to a particular
polish and simply recharge with fresh polish as required to maintain effectiveness.









Cerium Oxide: The best gemstone polishing compound for most uses, is a mixture of rare earth oxides
rich in cerium oxide. Best with opal, agate, quartz, obsidian, etc. and not as effective with very soft
material or stones that tend to undercut. For lap or tumbler, mix with water and apply the paste to your
buff.
Micron Alumina: A 5‐micron polishing powder developed for computer disks. It is the best polish for sea
shells, pretty good for soft stones such as malachite and onyx, and excellent as a prepolish in vibrator
tumblers and laps but not in rotary tumblers.
Aluminum Oxide, MAP: Preferred by many to Linde A, this is a slightly faster and more economical rare
earth polish that we call Miracle Atomic Polish. Tin Oxide: A longtime favorite. Use on leather for polishing
turquoise and all soft stones.
Zirconium Oxide: A rare earth polish that is especially good for tumblers and laps. The most economical
and effective polishing media. White and will not discolor gemstones.
Linde A: Tremendous favorite with gem cutters whether faceting or polishing cabs. Relatively expensive,
you should consider polishing the stone then giving it a quick hit with Linde A to attain a super polish.
Available as powder to mix with water or an emulsified cream with the consistency of hand lotion that
does not separate in solution.
Oxalic Acid: Used for polishing carbonate type onyx when mixed with another polish such as Tin Oxide. In
a strong solution with water, it is used to clean iron stains from specimens such as quartz. Mix with hot
tap water by stirring in oxalic crystals until the water is supersaturated and will not dissolve any more.
Crystals forming along the sides of the container indicate a saturated solution and should they disappear,
you need to add more. WARNING: while this a relatively mild acid, all precautions must be taken to keep
it out of the eyes, mouth, etc.

Source: Fredericksburg Rockhounds News, 1/ 2003, via Rock Collector News, 11/2003, via Scribe.

JEWELRY POLISHING COMPOUNDS: FREDERICKSBURG ROCKHOUNDS NEWS
A general statement about compounds: Tripoli is highly suited for cutting down metals to remove scratches and to
get a relatively smooth surface. Bobbing compound is made of finely ground flint for cutting down; it is very greasy
and particularly suited for use with brushes. Rouges are used to produce the final high luster.


Red Rouge: Imparts the highest possible luster to your precious metal work when used at high speed with
a muslin buff.











Yellow Rouge: A dry compound for metals such as stainless steel, nickel, and platinum. Good all‐around
polish, in regular or extra fine.
White Platinum Rouge: A superior gold and platinum rouge that gives silver a good polish too, but slightly
softer than red rouge. Use with a muslin buff at high speed. Black Rouge: Produces a rich luster on white
gold, platinum, and silver.
Green Rouge: Another hard metal polish for stainless steel, platinum, and chrome.
Graystar‐69: For cutting, smoothing rough edges and removing scratches.
ZAM: An exceptionally fine crocus base white compound for a high finish on silver, nickel silver, and
stainless. Will not scratch.
Fabuluster: A buffing compound for all precious and decorative metals. Removes light scratches and
produces a mirror finish. Easy cleanup.
Bobbing Compound: Fast cutting compound for brush or lap. Recommended for filigree.
Brown Tripoli: A mild abrasive to use with a felt or muslin buff to remove scratches. Use with a bristle
wheel for satin finishes. Final finish is scratch free but dull.
White Diamond Tripoli: Mildly abrasive to remove light scratches but leave a polished finish.

Source: Fredericksburg Rockhounds News, 1/ 2003, via Rock Collector News, 11/2003, via Scribe.

EAST KINGCO CONTACT INFO
General Club Email:
Newsletter and Web Site editor:
Club Website:
Meetings:

eastkingco@gmail.com
Bruce Kelley, bruce.kelley@gmail.com
www.eastkingco.org
Our meetings are held the 3rd Friday of the month except July and August at:
Juanita Community Club
13027 ‐ 100th Ave NE
Kirkland, WA 98034

UPCOMING SHOWS AND FIELD TRIPS
See www.mineralcouncil.org or the club website for more.

SHOWS


April 30/May 1, 2011 – West Seattle Rock Club
10:00 am – 5:00 pm
West Seattle Alki Masonic Temple
4736 40th Ave. SW, Seattle, WA



May 21, 2011 – Seattle Mineral Market
10:00 am – 6:00 pm
Lake City Community Center
12531 – 28th Ave. NE, Lake City, WA
http://www.cannonmicroprobe.com/test.htm

