September 2011 Newsletter
OCTOBER MEETING
Location:
When:
Regular Program:

Juanita Community Club
13027 ‐ 100th Ave. NE, Kirkland, WA 98034
Friday, September 16, 2011. 7:00 p.m.
Rock bingo!

NEWS AND MINUTES
BOARD MEETING MINUTES: SEPTEMBER 4, 2011
September board Meeting‐ held on September 4th @ 7:30 at Norma and Kevin’s home.
We began the meeting confirming the topic for the upcoming meetings to finish off the year. The only thing we didn’t
have finalized was the kid program for October, which we did finalize after discussing various options. The schedule goes
as follows:





September will be Rock club bingo as usual, this is a blast. (Donations would be great if anyone has anything to
contribute to prizes.)
The October adult meeting will be a surprise member bringing in a fabulous personal collection to show & tell.
Board Nominations held also during this meeting. The kid program will be making stone wire wrapped spiders for
Halloween.
The November meeting is the charity auction for search and rescue. (Donations needed from club members.)
The December meeting is the Christmas party. White elephant game ($10‐ limit on gift.)

We talked about possible field trips, we would like to go to Kalama for carnelian in October, but we have to wait for it to
open. Currently it is closed for the fire season – so we wait for rain. Shannon the field trip coordinator will be planning
the next field trip and it will be finalized at the club meeting to see what is best for everyone.
The next topic was the storage shed that is in the process of being built. The foundation is poured and set, the next is the
building part which has been started. Pictures of progress have been sent out to members so they can see how it is
looking. We arranged the next work party for September 24th at 9:30 at Kevin’s house; details will be emailed to all
members. It is important that we have a lot of people come to help out with the storage shed, it is a potluck and many
things need to be done. Everything from preparing food, serving workers, pounding nails, etc. So no matter skill level all
should go. The club benefits with more time each member volunteers, the more time we get in the shed; the hours are
converted to how long we get free rent at this site.
We discussed name tags, and we will need to finish up these for the members with or without pictures. Also we decided
that when the name tags are done we will have the kids in the club pass out name tags, and pick up name tags at the end
of the meetings. We will keep them in a basket that will be at the front of the club house as you enter. This will be fun for
the kids and will assure the tags don’t get lost or forgotten at each members home. Dues are due in October for all
members that joined before June of this year. We are going to make up an updated list of members. This will make it
easier to determine who is still in the club, and who has paid the dues.
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM

Respectfully submitted,
Kim Lewis
Secretary

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES: JUNE 17, 2011
April Meeting – held on June 17th @ 7:30 at Juanita Community Club.
The final meeting of the summer – next meeting is in September (rock club bingo).
The kids program started at 7:00 and was a hands‐on project. All of the kids lined up from smallest to tallest and each one
took turns breaking open a rock nodule with fossils inside. Some had more some had less, each one was a surprise. They
had some adult help when it was necessary, but the kids all had fun and got to keep the treasure that they broke.
The main meeting began at 7:30 with drawings for the door prizes. The birthdays were announced and the gift bags were
handed out. We had some new members join in on the fun and sign up with the club.
Next we had field trip reports. In regards to the recent field trip that we went on at Hansen Creek, we had pictures that
were taken and crystals that were dug and cleaned to share from this recent outing. We also had some crystals from
Arkansas that were there to compare with the quality of crystals in this state, it was very interesting, the difference was
quite evident.
Maureen talked to the club about a fabulous field trip that she took and recommended that we all check out Emerald
Creek to get garnets. This sounds like a great field trip they provide all of the equipment from shovels, screens and the
sluice boxes to get the garnets. They only charge a nominal fee per weight that you take home. And you can find star
garnets which are highly sought after.
So the club was put to a challenge to find a new site. Kim with Earthlight ran across a vendor at Maple Valley Day’s called
(Washington Rocks) they are selling a new stone that they dug in Stevens County. It is a gorgeous blue color, the color of
Larimar. All they would say was that it was found in a well‐known spot in Stevens County, but that this rock had never
been found there previously and that it was open to the public. They were getting 80lbs at a time and it sounds like they
just found it this year. They would not divulge any more information, so the club was put to the challenge of trying to find
this site.
We want to look into going to Roberts Pit in Olympia sometime to get Natrolite as a possible future field trip.
Shannon will be leading a new Field Trip on Sunday, June 26th to the Monroe area. We will be collecting red and yellow
Jasper. An email was sent out with the meeting time, location and other details needed.
The remainder of the meeting was Stan giving a fabulous Gold Panning demonstration. He had a lot of information and
knowledge from his life experiences. Some of us even got to try it out.
The meeting ended with the finalization of the raffles and auctions and the winners received there prizes. We also
enjoyed snacks at the beginning and at the end of the meeting.
The meeting adjourned at approximately 9:30 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Kim Lewis
Secretary

MEMBER SUBMISSIONS
CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS!
Club members are encouraged to send in photos and reports of recent activities and projects for the web site and newsletter!

CEDAR PONDS ROCK DIG: KIM LEWIS
In June I went with other members of our rock club and we went to Cedar ponds or Stubbs Hill as it is sometimes called. I
was lucky enough to find a fabulous Red Jasper seam and we all took turns getting our share. I had two full buckets to lug
back almost 2 miles in a bucket with wheels. As you can see I blew out the bottom of the bucket, this made it a very hard
trek back to the car. I mostly had to drag the big green bucket as the two white buckets were stacked inside and mostly
sitting on the wheels thru the broken out bottom. We even found some frogs on the trail up to the dig, I have a photo of
one of them, along with other pictures from the Dig.

DRUSY QUARTZ ‐ ROCK DIG IN WYOMING: KIM LEWIS
In July I went to Wyoming with members of the rock club that I belong to. Following are some pictures from one of the
many places we went to. This is a Site in Wyoming, that we got druzy quartz, some with blue druzy quartz and many more
colors. The ground was covered with lichen of many colors and the scenery was gorgeous, but it was hot, windy and
covered with mosquitoes.

PHOTOS FROM WASHINGTON PASS: BRUCE & FIONA KELLEY

Bruce’s haul from a second trip to Washington Pass.

Bruce examines the rare‐earth alkaline granite.

Zektzerite: Short‐wave UV above, white light below.

Fiona with a friend.

Julian Campbell and Randy Becker search a piece of the
alkaline granite for rare earth minerals.

North Cascades view from Liberty Bell mountain.

Julian asks Bob Meyer about a specimen.

WYOMING ROCK DIG ‐ STAR CRINOIDS: KIM LEWIS
I went on a rock dig with members of my rock club ‐ we met in Wyoming and this is one of the digs we went on. We drove
out to this site with our tour guide and climbed up this rock Hill/Mtn. We collected Star Crinoids ‐ look for the tiny stars on
the rocks. These are tiny star looking fossils, along with some clams and other fossils were on the rocks. These were really
cool, but we had to look out for the ticks, scorpions and also rattlesnakes. I saw ticks, another member saw scorpions, but
no snakes thank goodness. I have some of these in my rock shop now, so much fun.

GLEANINGS: CONTENT FROM OTHER CLUBS
HINTS AND TIPS
Ooops! Drop a small stone or bead on the carpet?
Can’t find it?
Place a nylon stocking over the vacuum hose. The stone
will adhere to the nylon without going up the hose.
Bare feet will work well too. If the rug is a shag, get out
the comb or forget it !
Author and original source unknown; from Skagit Gems,
10/2006, via Scribe.

That’s how I like my rocks…
falling right into the pickup!

EAST KINGCO CONTACT INFO
General Club Email:
Newsletter and Web Site editor:
Club Website:
Meetings:

eastkingco@gmail.com
Bruce Kelley, bruce.kelley@gmail.com
www.eastkingco.org
Our meetings are held the 3rd Friday of the month except July and August at:
Juanita Community Club
13027 ‐ 100th Ave NE
Kirkland, WA 98034

UPCOMING SHOWS AND FIELD TRIPS
See www.mineralcouncil.org or the club website for more.

SHOWS


October 8‐9, 2011 – Marysville Rock & Gem Club
10:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Totem Junior High School
7th and State ST, Marysville, WA
http://sites.google.com/site/marysvillerockngemclub/



October 15‐17, 2011 – PNW Friends of Mineralogy
Fri: 5:00 PM – 11 PM, Sat: 8:00 AM – 11:00 PM, Sun: 8:00 AM – noon
Kelso Red Lion Hotel
510 Kelso Dr., Kelso, WA
http://www.pnwfm.org/



October 22‐23, 2011 – Bellevue Rock Club
10:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Vasa Park
3560 West Lake Sammamish BLVD SE, Bellevue, WA 98009

FIELD TRIPS


September 18, 2011 – Red Top
Quartz, geodes. Dig and light hard‐rock tools
Meet: 8:30 AM at I‐90 exit 22 park & ride
Sponsor: East KingCo Rock Club
Contacts: Shannon Heaslett and Heather King, (425) 883‐6519 [h], (425) 444‐9852 [c]
Important: Drivers need a Northwest Forest Pass (available at REI or sporting goods stores)



September 18, 2011 – Little Naches
Thundereggs
Dig and light hard‐rock tools
Meet: 9:00 AM at Enumclaw Ranger Station
Sponsor: Puyallup Rock Club
Contact: Tony Johnson, (253) 863‐9238, ynotbandit@earthlink.net



October 1, 2011 – Red Marble Quarry
Magnesite and Barite minerals
Rock hammer, containers
Meet: 9:00 AM at Chewelah Safeway (about 45 minutes north of Spokane)
Sponsor: Rock Rollers of Spokane
Contact: Mike Shaw, (509) 244‐8542, mikeshawmoose@yahoo.com

