September 2013 Newsletter
NEXT MEETING
Location:
When:
Regular Program:
Youth Program:

Juanita Community Club
13027 ‐ 100th Ave. NE, Kirkland, WA 98034
Friday, September 20, 2013. 7:30 p.m. (7:00 p.m. for juniors)
Cleaning crystals
Introduction to cabochon making

NEWS AND MINUTES
COMING UP…



Sunday, Sept. 8: Cutting Party at Norma and Kevin’s home. Bring a rock to cut! 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 20: East KingCo meeting: Cleaning crystals. Youth: Introduction to cabochon making.

BOARD MEETING MINUTES: JUNE 2, 2013
June board Meeting – held on June 2nd @ 7:30 at Sharon’s house.
We started the meeting talking about the schedule for the future shows and they are:








June – Speaker discussing ways rocks are used industrially.
July & August – no meeting
September – Kevin is giving a meeting on different ways to clean crystals.
October – (Dues due for the year) – Rock Club Bingo – members only
November – Charity Auction for Search and Rescue
December – Christmas Party
January – Fluorescent demonstration

Also needed to vote on if the club was willing to pay someone for the fluorescent demonstration in January the speaker
we have lined up normally gets $100.00. We will vote on this at the next meeting, but definitely seems reasonable for
such a nice set up.
We discussed meetup.com and a possibility of having PayPal added to the site for future members to be able to pay
online and have an option to register for the rock club online. It is something to look into. Robin will be checking on that,
she is currently the one handling the site and any issues. We also talked about the option to have a sponsor added to the
website if we want, we were not so sure if this was a good idea.
The kitchen cabinet lock at the meeting hall needs to be replaced, that should be handled hopefully at the next meeting.
Also we talked about the show in March. We need to start working on making show flyers. 1000+ typically are in a box.
Lots of field trips and activities were discussed such as:





Norma & Kevin’s rockbound blitz
June 9th – Hansen Creek
July – Garnet dig
August 3rd – Red Top





August 17th – Yellow Hill
August 25th – rock sorting /pot luck party at the Rust’s to prepare for next March show, bingo and charity
auction.
September 8th – Norma rock cutting/pot luck party

Also discussed the need to get a replacement secretary, maybe Maureen, Cindy or Cynthia? Need to try to nominate
someone or get them interested in this, so that the president does not have to do both jobs.
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Kim Villines, President

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES: JUNE 22, 2013
June Meeting ‐ held on June 21st at the Juanita Community Club.
The adult meeting started at 7:30 – we started the meeting by asking if we had any new members and if anyone had
something that they wanted to share with the club. We did have a few new members and more some new kids which
always makes it fun. We made birthday announcements and reminded everyone about the raffle tickets and silent
auctions. We drew the door prizes and handed out prizes. We had a lower turn out this month, probably due to summer
coming and this is the last meeting for a while.
We went over the upcoming calendar of events:







July & August – no meeting
September – Kevin is giving a meeting on different ways to clean crystals.
October‐ (Dues due for the year) – Rock Club Bingo – members only
November – Charity Auction for Search and Rescue
December‐ Christmas Party
January‐ Fluorescent demonstration

We voted to pay for the fluorescent talk in January as this was an easy decision.
Then we went over upcoming field trips and talked a little about meet up.com to remind people to register so that they
get reminders of upcoming meeting and field trips. We also talked about the two summer pot luck parties.



August 25th rock sorting /pot luck party at Kevin Rust to prepare for next March show, bingo and charity auction.
September 8th ‐ Norma rock cutting /pot luck party

For the main part of the meeting, Kim talked about all kinds of Industrial uses for stones/elements that make up stones. It
was very interesting and it could have gone on for hours – so much to talk about. Some highlights are:






Boron – used to make silly putty, boric acid, tooling machines for cutting steel
Fluorine – used in toothpaste, Gore‐Tex™, Teflon™
Carbon – foundation for life on earth, diamonds, coal, graphite
Beryllium – non‐sparking valves, missile gyroscope, in some golf clubs, pure broken refined crystals are melted
down & turned into parts for spacecraft’s and missiles due to how lightweight it is.
Iron – the only element with an age named after it, others are mixed compounds & alloys.

I could go on and on, but you get the point; we definitely make use of the stones/elements on this planet. That is just
what we know, imagine the possibilities out there that we don’t know about.
The meeting ended with the finalization of the raffles and auctions and the winners received their prizes. The kids seemed
to have an extra fun time this week with the auctions and raffles.
The meeting adjourned at approx. 9:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Kim Villines, President

MEMBER SUBMISSIONS
CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS!
Club members are encouraged to send in photos and reports of recent activities and projects for the web site and
newsletter!

NOT‐SO‐NEW EAST KINGCO FACEBOOK PAGE: BRUCE KELLEY
As I’ve reported since February, we have a new facebook page: facebook.com/EastKingCoRockClub. We already have 32
“likes,” but it would be great to include all club members and interested community members with facebook accounts.
We will use it to post club events and photos, as well as provide a venue for discussions amongst members. One more
benefit is that the first place newsletters are announced is right there on our Facebook page!
Facebook is free to join, but don’t worry if you don’t have or want a facebook account; the club web site (eastkingco.org)
is still the primary source of general information about our events. For those of you who do want us to be part of your
News Feed, click that familiar “Like” button on our page!

HANSEN CREEK FIELD TRIP, JUNE 9, 2013: SHANNON HEASLETT
Shannon led a field trip to Hansen Creek on June 9th. The weather was real good; overcast in the morning and sunshine
from noon on.

Thanks to Bruce Himko of the Bellevue Rock Club. We think he forwarded my rockhounding field trip notice to some
friends of his and they actually drove all the way from Longview to attend this field trip with our club. They started getting
into rocks a few years ago and the rockhounding bug has hit them. Now they are HOOKED! Thanks again for attending this

trip with us Julie and Nik. Out of the 9 people that went on this trip they actually got the biggest and best crystals out of
the group!
We got up into the dig site around 11:00 a.m. and finally called it a day by 5:00 p.m. We all got a little distracted at that
time because we all had our heads in holes happily pulling out crystal after crystal, when we were spoken to by two
officers (STATE POLICE we think); standing right below us with bullet proof vests and hands on their guns. They were
looking for the people that had moved the rock barricade at the trail head and had driven up to the dig site with their
vehicles. So note to all rockhounds at this site: if the rocks are moved from the trail head it is still illegal to drive a vehicle
up the dig site trail.
Shannon went over and spoke with the officers and assured them that it was not our club that had done this and thanked
them for being there.
I encouraged all new members on this trip to bring in their best finds all cleaned up to the next club meeting for show and
tell. Once again I was surprised with the quality of nice crystals coming out of this dig site.
My next field trip will be over to RED TOP MOUNTAIN in the month of July. I will keep you posted of the date when I know
it.

CUTTING PARTY – SEPTEMBER 8, 2013: BRUCE KELLEY
As previously announced, Norma and Kevin held a potluck “Rock Cutting Party” at their home and workshop on
September 8. About 20 club members showed up to cut rocks, eat food and swap stories of summer rockhounding. Here
are a few photos of the pieces I found most striking.
First up, a huge Kalama geode discovered by Holly Rust and freshly cut – “WOW!” seemed to be the prevailing sentiment.
Next, a cutoff piece of massive copper ore containing chalcopyrite, azurite and malachite that Bruce Kelley salvaged from
the scrap heap. Kevin McDonald polished it up to create a nice display specimen.
Finally, Kevin Rust brought in a large, flat boulder of Owyhee Jasper that he dug in June and cut an end off. What an
explosion of contrasting colors!

RECENT MINERAL PHOTOGRAPHY: BRUCE KELLEY
Agardite‐Ce.
Majuba Hill Mine,
Pershing Co., NV.
FOV (Field of View):
0.82 x 0.68 mm

Benitoite.
Dallas Gem Mine,
San Benito Co., CA
FOV: 2.8 x 2.3 mm

Fluorite
Susie Spar,
Pershing Co., NV
FOV: 4.3 x 3.8 cm

Clinoptilolite
Tunnel Beach,
Tillamook Co., OR
FOV: 1.1 x 1.0 cm

Ruizite & Apophyllite
Christmas Mine,
Gila Co., AZ
FOV: 1.0 x 1.0 mm

EAST KINGCO CONTACT INFO
General Club Email:
Newsletter and Web Site editor:
Club Website:
Meetings:

eastkingco@gmail.com
Bruce Kelley, bruce.kelley@gmail.com
www.eastkingco.org
Our meetings are held the 3rd Friday of the month except July and August at:
Juanita Community Club
13027 ‐ 100th Ave NE
Kirkland, WA 98034

UPCOMING SHOWS AND FIELD TRIPS
See mineralcouncil.wordpress.com or the club website for more.

SHOWS


October 11‐13, 2013 – Portland Regional Gem and Mineral Show
Friday: 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Saturday: 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Sunday: 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Washington County Fair Complex
873 NE 34th Avenue, Hillsboro OR 97124
http://www.portlandregionalgemandmineral.org/



October 12‐13 – Pacific Northwest Friends of Mineralogy Symposium
Kelso Red Lion
510 S Kelso Dr., Kelso, WA 98626
For more information: http://pnwfm.org/



October 26‐27, 2013 – Bellevue Rock Show
(East KingCo members are encouraged to show up to volunteer for a shift at this show. In exchange, we count on
the benefit of the effort the BRC members put in at our March show.)
Saturday: 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Sunday: 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Vasa Park
3560 West Lake Sammamish Blvd. SE, Bellevue, Washington 98008
http://www.bellevuerockclub.org/showinfo.html

FIELD TRIPS




Sept. 14, 2013 – Little Naches
Thundereggs
Dig and light hard rock tools
Meet at 410 & FR 19 @ 9:00 a.m.
Host: NW Opal Association
Contact: Tony Johnson, (253) 863‐9238, ynotbandit@earthlink.net
October 19, 2013 – Money Creek
Picture jasper
Light hard rock tools
Meet at camp ground @ 9:00 a.m.
Host: Marysville Rock Club
Contact: Ed Lehman, (425) 334‐6282, wsmced@hotmail.com

